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Five reaso

Simon Hewitt

PESGILe

AMIDST GLOBAL gloom and
doom, Paris has several
reasons to face 2009 with a
degree of optimism.

SIMON HEWITT identifies five
of them.

YSL sale is
a landmark

THE first and most speclacular reasen for
cefehranion i Pans is Chrisuie’s sale on
Feruary 23-25 af the Yves Sant Laurent
and Pierre Bergt Collection previewed in
detail n fasl week's ATG

With a wal value vaniousty esyimated
51€200rm 10 €500, {his coult be the
most important private colfection ever to
hit the market - and for ¢ 1o take place n
Pans rather than London ar New York is
unguestenalily a coup for ihe French
cap “Yves Sant-Laurent was French, |
am Frerch, ™ explains Pierre Bergé. "wWe
pursyed our caseers entirely in France,
ant Paris was our Base. So this is where
the sale had to be.”

The eyes of the auction warld will be
on Pans, as only tvace int recent memory -
for the 2003 André Breion sate,
domunated by Surrealism, and the 1987
Georges Renand Coliection of modern
art, which marked the opening of the
Drouot-kontagee prestige venue

Uniike those bwo sales, the YSL sale
has breadth, ranging {rom Renaissance
weorks of aft to Art Decc via early 20th
century paintngs, and mirors some of
Pars’s market steengtihs.

As Chestian Glacomaotto, president of
the state-appointed Conseil des Venlos,
puts it “Paradaxically, the weakness of
the French autiion market has been
transformed into & circumstantial
advantage: the tradiional goods more
prevalent i France wilk doubtless resist
the current crisis beiter than
conternporary art.”

Ioreover Art Deco was given a recent
boost when Deco-period furmiture and
abjets d'art were included, with jeweliery,
in 3 nevs government decsee siicing
import VAT from 19.6 t0 5.5 per cent.

Pars has alse benefited, since 2007,
from the EU's capping of droft de suite 4t
€12,500 per work. It would othervise
have been difficult, whatover
Berge’s patriotism, o have justified seiling
the top paintings in his ccilection in Paris
rether than New York.

Christie’s landmark sale and
Sotheby’s 2008 success hoast
France's art market status

New impetus for reform and
extra capacity at Grand Palais
sees Paris looking to the future

Right: hopes are high that the Grand Paias,
Parig Bien '

Biennale is
set to grow

THE Y5UBerge sale will be the first
autiion in the Grand Palais, the colossal
An Nouveau lasidmark hatfway down the
Champs-Elysées. The venue wiil have old-
timers looking back nostalgicaliy 1o the
days when the City's auciions (cok place
in the Gare d'Osay {(nefore it became a
miuseunt) whiie the Hotel Drouwol was
being {badly) rebuilt in the 1970s.

The Grand Palais is the traditonsl
home of Paris’s art fams, notably the Pans
Biennale, and is a major draw for foreign
dealers, who deserted both the Blennale
and the FIAC Contemporary A Far in
droves when, i a dassic for-want-of-a-
nat scenaro, the Palais was closed for
aver 3 decade after a rivet fell from the
ool i 1993, The Biennale's exile 1o the
murky yel exoshiantly expensive
Carrousel du Lowre coancided with the
unguesticned emergence of TEFAF
hiaastricht as the world's number one fair.
FIAC, banished to the ity outskirts, is stilt
recovering fromy its dechice

The Palaig’ reopening n 2008 has not

" .

yet boosted the Biennale a5 much ag
antigated - iargely because neatly half
the space previously available {on and
under the broad balcony that runs arcund
the buitding} has been off-limtts for
draconian firg-safety reasons,

This year will see an egsing of these
resteictions, With the baicony areas
availsble again and stand prices reduced,
fair capacity will be virtoally doubled, and
there is no Goubs that the Bierrale and
otter fairs will ieap at the chance to
expand - FIAC in particular, wiich 15
currently siraddied betwean the Grand
Palals and & tent 3t the Louvre, aver &
ile avway.

Although the Bignnaie has been
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singing a Smalfl fs Beautiful tune,
contrasting iy 100 exhibitors with the
250-stand Maastricht juggernaut, its
organisers are planning & major overhaul
that could, in gue course, see the
Biennale becarme an aanual evens, fusing
with the Salon du Colfectionneur that is
currently held w the alternate years (and
this year runs from Septemnber 1 o 21}

Anteane Lebel, the Brussels-hased
¢ceramics dealer who chairs the Salon du
Collecionneur Grganising committee,
befieves an increase in the Grand Palzis's
capacity will lead to a bigger Biennale and
sees the event becoming annual. He
reqards Harve Agran, the steady-eddie
President of the Syndical National des
Anliquaires, whao recently replaced the
flamboyant Christian Deydier, as ihe man
o oversee what would be something of &
revotution in the international fairs world.

taganwhile the SNA is 01gansing an
open-door promotional weakend on Aprit
18-19, Le Marchd de 'Art en Féie, and
Aaren is keen to relaunch the Comnité de
Liaisan du Marché de {'Art, the French
equivalent (in theary) of the British Art
Market Federation, This has never proved
an effective spokesman for the french
trade partly because, under Deydier and
against a background of in-lighting, the
SNA refused 10 take part.
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President is
urging reform

AFTER the famil:ar bureaucratic delays,
2044 should be the year that France
finally gets a riew reform of auction law -
i only because the £U Serwces Directive,
whieh is at odds with several aspeats of
France’s current auction legsslaton, comes
inta effedt at the end of the year,

There 15 also impetus frem on high,
1ast morth, at a meeting in Nimes,
President Sarkozy rerterated his campaign
calt for France 10 improve the
compelitveness of its art market,

Guitlaume Cerutti, President of
Sotheby's France, believes a draft lave wil
reach Parliament by the end of March and
could come inte effect this surmmer, Some
rinor adiusiments have already been
made, notably the aboliton of wableware
tax and a reduction on impaort Yar
same auction fields (see above) but the
main wish-list, 8¢ far as most auction
are conceened, incudes aliowng aucuon
guarantees (notwi
associated with this praclice witnessed
elsewhere) and authorising firvate trealy
sales. Such sales are thoughit to account
for 18-15 per cent of the ng two's
turnover - and rising, says Cerutty, given
recenily inpovenshed vendors' desire for
ciscretion.

Another aspect of the Reform that pa
of the French art world is avaiting with
baited breadth s the fate of the Consell
des Ventes. Fver since the Bethenod
Report, comnissioned by Culture Minister
Chnsting Albanel as a basis for the new
law, dowen-played the nieed for a
waichidog body, Consel Presilent
Christign Giacomoiio has been on the
warpath, insisting that the Conseil is
needed to overser the application of the
rewy lavy, and sLeqoestng it serve as a
made! for an BUwide auciion supénasory
body. His visit ta the fwropean Fasdiament
in Strasbourg fast summer, however,
encountered tota ndifference from MEPs.

I a recent artcie In Lo Figsro,
Gucomotio advecated that the new law
should e detayed until August to
coincide with the newly canstituted
Conserl des Ventes, whase members
come up for renewal every four years.

The Coriseit 15 4 much-unioved Loty n
French auction Qrcles, nat just because of
its powers 0 fine o suspend errant
auctioneers, but also because it exists, in
ne e siyle, on the back of & percentage
fevy on auction takings. Its bitterest
eneay is the auchiongess’ union SYMEY
(Syndicat National des Maisons de
Vantes), which foels that the Cansen
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authored an anonymogs “confent
document circulated to French Ps before
Christmas, accusing $YMEY of
representing only 20 per cent of
auctiongers {SYMEV claim they reprasent
aver hatl; of systeratically opposing the
Conseil des Ventes, and of being run by
ultrg-reactionary officals.

SYMEV President Hervé de Chayetie
reacied by asking Chnstian Giacomoiio
1o disown the document, but receved no
fapiy.

“Ratner than be drawn inta thes s of
nolermic, SYMEY would prefer to
rate an promotisg auctions across
france,” says Chayette H
for SYIEVS &

separing

10 118 genetal pudiic vath
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Sotheby's
are commited

ALTHCUGH Setheby’s missed out on the
Y$Uiterge Cotlection afier seiiing items
owned by Bergé in New York i 2004,
their French head Guillaume Cerotti says
he witl be supperting the saie, “To have
the collection sold by Christie’s in New
York would have been the werst-case
scenario,” he adds, "Now the spotiigin
wilk e on Pans. Everyare wall benefiti”

Ceruttl can almost afford 1o be
magnammous, given that Sotheby's Pans
turnoyer ias tripied since be took over 18
momis ago, refieqing a U-torn n
company policy. Belore, agaist a
background of 1n-house nter-regional
fvalry, Sotheby's exported neariy
everytivng they found in france for sale in
tondon of New York For 2008, at least,
they were tap dogs in Paris and are keen
o expand their sales in the cly.

Cerutti believes 1hat with Pariss
ngih ying more in such traditional
fields as books, tribal art, Okd Masters and
181/ 19:h century furniture, rather than
modern and conterporany at, it will
prove more “resiiant” than other major
auttion centres, and he sees Pars
narrovang the turnover gap somewhat
vath Newy York and London this yesr. He
afso sugests that France’s “loyal, relined
auction cientale” 15 fess likely to sufler
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{fror post-speculatye blues than buyers
elsgvhere

Whereas Sotheby's newidy buliish
attitude to Paris is good news for the city's
reputation as an internationai auction
centre, it raps out & sharp challenge 1o
other French auctioneass, especiatly
Arteursal, who have siipped from the citys
close-runzing number two o 2 distant
numises three it the last coupie of years
and Tajan, whose sales siumped by 17 per
cealin 2008 Both firmg have been
wilirigrabile due 10 the importance ey
attach to contemporary art.

“There are a number of firms i Pans
who aperate at a respectabie fevel, " says
Ceruti. “But over time Sotheby’s and
Christie’s will consclidaie their
predeminant role, much: as elsewhers.”

Cerutlz 15 50 keen 1o stress that the
average price of individual lots soid at
Sotheby's Paris was a hefty (premwm-
indusivel €52,000 in 2008, and that
Sotheby's utseld Chrstie’s despite
offering three tmes feveer fots, Christie’s
decision @ stop its cheap-lot Intéreurs
sades in Pars appedrs 10 have been
influgnced by those statistics

264 1guf Sotely’s Paris
o ovee &5 Chalrman for France

Millon merger
makes waves

AFTER years of ineriia and emply
promises o spruce the place up, there are
sians that Growod, where safes bave been
i steady dedise, is shuddering cut of its
patochial mindset

Last year Pierre Bergd & Assorids
launched a subsidiary in Brussels and
Aguttes - who are based in Newilly but
regidarly selt at Drouot - acquired Anaf
the Lyon auci:oneers.

The start of 2008 saw the fong-
rummoured merger of bve maer firms,
Wilion & Associés and Cornette de St-Cyr,
whose combined sates for 2008 exceeded
those of traditronat Drouot top-dog, and
Pares number {ive, Piasa.

Pinsa boss Jacgues Babonneay
acknovdedyes that the new Mitlon-
Cornelie outiit cepresents eal
competition and vows that Piasa wil strive
to deferd 1heir status.

Todo that, Fass - who had a "pretly
good 2068 before a really brutal drap in
November and Decersber” - will be
hioping that the group of show busingss
and political personahities, who bought a
controiling stake in the firm from Frangois
Finault last year, wili make their presence
more strangly feit,

Fiasa will alsg continug @ Giversify, and
plan to aunch sew departments for
watches and Vintage {fashion and
accessories). Milfon and Coraette, on the
oties frand, have & penchant for 20th
ceniuty and contempaorary art - so the
scene is set for an interesung clash in
strategies,

Babonnead s making no predictions.
He speaks for most of his colleagues, and
rvais, vabien Bie says: "We've been cost-
cutting i every feld, except s1aff. A lot of
vendors are Besitant throsgh fear of fow
prices,

WL ERE recession stay with us
trgughout 2009, or will there be a
recovery in the second half of the year?
Mo one knows.”




